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Many congratulations to the U13 Hockey Team 
for winning the area tournament on Thursday 13th 
March at Richmond School.  VR 

U13 Hockey Win 

A big thank you to all parents who 
supported the Fashion Show on 

13th March.  The event has raised 
£1,000 for the Friends of Queen 
Mary’s.  Pictures will be on dis-

play in school after Easter and on 
the parents’ web pages 

Battle of the Bands 

The 11th Battle of the Bands was held on 14th March with DJ 
Alan Raw and Darren Squires (the Samba/African drumming 
man) coming again to adjudicate. A busy man, Mr Raw said that 
he made time to come because he had enjoyed last year so much, 
he knew that the standard would be high and that it would be a 
great evening’s entertainment. So it proved, with competition 
fierce. As is often the case the S3 band Bambinos had more press-
ing things (like GCSEs) on its mind to get enough practice to de-
fend its crown and so the S2s/S1s slugged it out. Gorgeous and 2 
Dolls and a Drummer came 2nd and 3rd respectively but the win-
ners were the enigmatically named S1 band Composed Silence – 
Maddy Hunter/Emily Hill (guitars), Becky Bargh (bass) and Jess 
Rickards (drums). There was even a sultry reprise for Fever dur-
ing the judges’ deliberations. (Mr and Mrs Morgan could have 
their hands full!!) A great night, with thanks as always to Mr 
Scott Massie for the work he does with all the bands. NC 

Welcome Miss Gott 

Welcome to Miss Gott who joined the Boarding 
Team as Deputy Housemistress after Half Term. 

Scholarship Successes 
Three of this years leavers have been awarded a scholar-
ship to their next schools; 

Nicci Deedes has been offered a Music Scholarship to St 
Peters, Kaz Wilkie-Matterson “Headmaster’s Award” to 
Giggleswick and Chloe Lister 13+ Music Scholarship to 
St Peters.  Well done.  VR 
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Pre Prep News 

Years 1 & 2 

Mrs Kumarendran brought in Jordan, the guinea-pig, with her off-
spring. We enjoyed cuddling them and especially liked it when they 
squeaked with delight (the guinea-pigs that is!). We have welcomed 
yet another Jordan into the department. Jordan Aslam joined the Year 
2 class a couple of weeks ago and has settled in well. His mum kindly 
brought in some adorable puppies that felt just like fireside rugs. 
Many of the children enjoyed a teaching session with members of the 
Ripon Tennis Centre. Everyone thought it was great fun. Nearly all of 
the children took part in the recent Fashion Show and it was obvious 
that many of their poses were influenced by Mr.Cowey!  
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Early Years - Science and Engineering Week 

What an exciting week we have had exploring science and engineering experiments and activities. A huge thank you to 
the parents and staff who so ably delivered these activities to most enthusiastic and receptive children and adults! The 
topics were wide ranging and fell into four exciting categories: Colour Chaos! Food for Thought, Domestic Science and 
Just Add Water. 

The following activities were enjoyed: 

�  We saw the dancing effect on pieces of fruit and vegetables created by the carbon in   
        drinks. 

�  We stood daffodils in coloured water to explore how plants draw up water. 

�  We saw how the different colour pigments separate with the addition of water, soaked  
        up through blotting paper. 

�  We saw plans and pictures of railway constructions, were able to try on the safety  
        helmets with ear muffs and  listened to the sound of the warning horn. This was rounded  
        off  with each child constructing their own train engine. 

�  We used bricks to test the strength of varying layers of soaked tissues. 

�  We were shown how plastic is made and recycled. 

�  We tested the effect different acidic substances have on copper coins. 

�  We proved that hot water rises and cold water sinks. 

�  We explored Russian dolls and enjoyed Russian tea-time. 

�  We watched how the spinners merge colours and shapes. 
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Year 5, 6 & 7 enjoyed a french play by the Onatti Theatre Company on 
Tuesday 5th February.   It was the story of Ben, an English boy with 
little French, who on his first Skiing trip breaks a leg.  In hospital he 
meets a French girl who speaks some English and between the two they 
manage to make themselves understood in a very funny way.  The 
moral is to try hard with languages because it is so important to be able 
to communicate in any situation. JH 

Extreme Readers Competition 
World Book Day on 6th March sees the launch of  The Year of Reading. The aim is to promote  and celebrate reading for 
pleasure, at home, at school, indeed anywhere and everywhere! We want to encourage our girls to love books, to always have 
a book on the go, to try out new authors and, from time to time, to stretch themselves by trying something that they might 
perceive as a  challenging read. On World Book Day the girls dressed up as their favorite book character. We held a Literary 
Quiz at lunch time and a Whole School Read in the afternoon. In prayers this week some members of staff shared extracts 
from one of their favorite books. 

During the weeks leading up to World Book Day we ran a competition called Extreme Readers. The girls were encouraged to 
bring in a photograph of themselves reading in an extreme or unusual situation. The response was fabulous; it would appear 
that our girls read whilst they are: mucking out the pigs; snowboarding; standing on their head; sitting in trees; driving  Army 
tanks; playing at the fair-ground; riding; sitting in their rabbit hutches; cruising through space and even in the bath! 

It was hard to choose winners, as all the photos were fun and original. However, the four winners were : Tilly Whitwell, Liz 
Morgan, Phoebe Greensit and Laura Bowes. Their photographs are printed below. 

Thank you to all girls and staff who participated and to parents who had to set up the photo-shoot and  print the photos! DC 
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French Play 
Theatre Trips 

Noughts and Crosses 
On the 20th February most girls from S1 to S3 
went to see a brilliant adaptation of Malorie 
Blackman’s novel, ‘Noughts and Crosses’, per-
formed by the RSC.  Having read and thoroughly 
enjoyed the books the play had a lot to live up to.  
However, it really delivered and stayed true to 
the book.  Everyone had a great night out and 
made those who hadn’t read the books want to. 

T Gunasekera 

John Hegley 

John Hegley’s humorous poems, often involving 
audience participation, ensured that we all had a 
great evening’s entertainment at The Leeds City 
Varieties last Thursday. 

Every new poem left me with a sore stomach 
because I laughed so much.  He inspired us to 
want to write our own poems and to tell our fam-
ily and friends about his poetry.  His act is 
unique.  At times his partner accompanied him 
using a strange array of instruments, including 
pots, pans, a saw and a tube containing ping pong 
balls! It was a fantastic night. H Beardsall 
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Boarding News  

 

Sporting News 

Music Notes 

Cross Country at Woodleigh School, Malton, 7th March 
3 teams competed in this competition over a very challenging course with 
hills and bridges.  All teams ran very well. The U9 team was; A Fitch-
Peyton, P Greensit, M Grubb-Fenn, E Weston, B Smart and H Congreve.  
The under 13 team; P Hill, A Thomson, C Lister, Rosie and Rebecca Wil-
son.  The U11 Team; M Hunter, H Page, J Morgan, I Da Costa, I Bruce and 
G Snowden.  The U11 team came second place with Julia Morgan achiev-
ing individual second.  Well done to all girls.  SG 
 
Gymnastics Display, 10th March  
A very successful display by girls from Year 3 to S3 incorporating a range 
of activities organised by Sue Grimshaw.  These included the individual 
floor displays from the House Competitions and routines from the District 
Championships.  A cross-vaulting and agility display, acrobatic pairs and 
the group routine which will represent Hambleton District in the Youth 
Games at the beginning of June at Ampleforth College.  SG 
 
U11 Cross Country at Queen Mary’s, 14th March 
All Year 6 girls competed in the U11 competition hosted by Queen Mary’s.  
75 girls in total competed.  Many congratulations to Marianne Hunter who 
won the individual race with Hannah Page coming a well deserved third.  
This ensured that the Queen Mary’s A team came First.  Well done to all 
girls. VR 

I cannot believe the term is already over – it 
seems no time at all since we returned after 
Christmas.  But it has, once again, been a 
pretty good run up to Easter with a lot of fun 
to pack into a very few, short weeks.   

Friday nights continue to rock with a puppet 
making evening and puppet plays, another 
highly popular American Movie Night with 
the ubiquitous coke and popcorn and a tre-
mendous Battle of the Bands.  We couldn’t 
quite squeeze in our real life Cluedo evening 
but that’s coming soon … And remember to 
start collecting waste materials ready for the 
Design your own Beach Outfit competition.  
Can the beach wear possibly surpass the De-
signer ball gowns of the Christmas term?  I 
can’t wait to find out. 

Many scarves and mobile phone holders have 
been most ably knitted by some of the more 
avid members of the Knitting Club, while the 
Juniors have made all sorts of delicious 
goodies in the Monday night Cookery Club.  
S2s have started their Book Group and are 
looking forward to a Saturday trip to London 
next term, watching a matinee and of course, 
shopping.   

Weekend trips have involved Jervaulx Ab-
bey, Whitby and long tramps along the river 
while Mr M-J thrilled us all with his propos-
als for scaffold pole walking high up above 
the Great Hall.  Needless to say the girls have 
risen to the challenge and watching an excit-
ing, action-packed Head, Shoulders, Knees 
and Toes performed while balancing precari-
ously on two slender, wobbly poles, still 
gives me nightmares! 

 I wish you all a lovely Easter break. 

 PJ 

The Armour Chamber Competition Finals took place on Feb 29th with Ste-
fana Thomson and Penelope Armour adjudicating as usual. The level of 
entries was very high and in Class I Jemima Hubberstey (Piano) and Rosie 
Orr (voice) came out on top with a self-penned composition In Denial, just 
beating Amy Wright, Charlotte Kitchen (voices) and Emily Hill (Piano) 
performing All Night, all Day. In a high class senior Class II (above Grade 
5 performers) there were several possible contenders for top slot. The S1 
group of Cecilia Bidie (Recorder), Faye Parkes (Viola) and Maddy Hunter 
(Harpsichord) impressed, performing a Marcello Adagio. One particular 
favourite of the audience – the Morgan Sisters performing Fever – were 
very ’cool’ and ran them close but had been reminded before they entered 
that it was a classical competition! Nicci Deedes and Emily Bourner (flute 
duet) playing a Telemann Allegro in A minor were the eventual winners. 
The judges were very impressed by the overall standards and entry numbers 
had been good for the knock out rounds too. 

 

Mrs Helen Heard has been a fantastic assistant during this term, introduc-
ing a wide range of musical styles into the classroom. Many thanks to her 
for her work which has been very much appreciated in the absence of Miss 
Shepherdson, who has made an excellent recovery and we will welcome 
back next term. NC 


