
 Queen Mary’s Matters�

Queen Mary’s School, Thirsk  tel: 01845 575000  www.queenmarys.org 

February 2008 Newsletter 

“...a culture of kindness and a desire to achieve” 

Congratulations to the three girls from the school 
have been selected to represent North Yorkshire 
County. 

Daisy Ussher has been selected to play for the 
U14 North Yorkshire County Hockey Team .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellen Edenbrow has been selected for the U13 
North Yorkshire Hockey Team.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harriet I’Anson has been selected to run for the 
U15 North Yorkshire County cross country team. 

County Players 

 

Christmas Collection 
A big thank you to those of you who kindly gave to the retir-
ing collection at the end of term Carol Service in Ripon Ca-

thedral.  I am very pleased to tell you that £500 has been sent 
to both Alice Denyer and Sister Carole at Jacaranda. 

African Drumming Day 

On Friday 18th & Saturday 19th January girls took time out of lessons 
to study the  influence and style of African music and its immense influ-
ence on the West, including pop music. 

Yorkshire music expert Darren Squires brought two dozen traditional 
African drums – the Djembe – for the girls to play.  They learnt about 
the culture and influence of the different types of music, then, in work-
shops, learnt to play rhythms, and then created their own African music. 

 “African music is the basis of all dance music, as with its rhythm, it’s in 
the DNA,” says Mr Squires. “Its influence stretches across jazz, funk, R 
& B, as well as modern chart music. It’s a chance to get back to the 
roots of music.” 

Key Stage Two also spent the day learning about other areas of African 
culture including art and beading. 

A fully enjoyable time was had by everyone.  NC. 
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Pre Prep News 

Years 1 & 2 

Everyone has come back down to earth after our visit to the pantomime at the end of last term. The production of 
Snow White at the Harrogate Theatre was as good as ever and Mr Cowey was busy writing down corny jokes in 
preparation for our own play next year. We were wonderfully well supported by parents who took a number of 
vehicles on the day. Thank you so much! 

The new term has been a rain-soaked affair and we all marvelled at the rising River Swale outside our classrooms. 
We look forward to some drier weather, although we’d all like some snow before spring arrives. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed their part in the African Drum-
ming Day. They shared a session with the classes from Baldersby 
St James School and managed to keep to the rhythm to beat out a 
new version of Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes. 

A number of our children are now becoming veterans of Key Stage 
1 and many happy returns go to Grace and Ruby who have reached 
the grand old age of seven, and to Hannah who is one year younger. 
It is that time of school life when the front teeth start to disappear 
and BIG GAP congratulations go to Etienne, Elizabeth and Celia. 
AC 
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The Early Years’ team returned to school after the Christmas break, diving into their Jabadao Developmental 
Movement Play, two day course. We hosted the event and invited practitioners from a variety of settings around 
the county, including some of our own parents. Part of the time was spent exploring various movements, at times 
enhanced when using a variety of equipment designed by Jabadao. As well as working within groups trying out 
new ideas, we embraced the theory that underpins the importance of movement in the early years. A lot of fun 
was had by all. Those who attended felt they had benefited greatly and went back to their settings inspired to im-
prove the provision for their children. Some have been in touch wishing to form a support group in order to keep 
the momentum going. We have taken on board the theory, as well as the practical ideas, many of which can be 
seen in practice if you accompany our children to the gymnasium, largely due to the enthusiasm of Mrs Welburn 
and her support team.  Not only does early movement impact on a child’s physical development, but very much 
on a child’s cognitive development as well. We have on order a substantial amount of resources which will be 
used in the gymnasium but also as part of free play within the nursery itself. A big thank you to all my colleagues, 
all of whom rallied, as they always do, and gave unstintingly of their time to ensure the programme was delivered 
successfully. MJF 
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The idea of the Pink Party started over a cup of tea in the outer hall. At 
the time we didn’t realise what we were getting ourselves into! We de-
cided on raising money for Breast Cancer Research. 

Everybody had a fabulous night and thoroughly enjoyed themselves, we 
might not have started the whole thing if we realised how much hard 
work it was going to be, but in the end we were delighted to be able to 
raise nearly £1500 for breast cancer research. 

We had 103 guests in the hall and library which was decorated mainly 
with Pink feathers. We had a pink fluffy bar and the drive was deco-
rated with pink flamingos.  

Thank you very much to Barrie and Castle print in Thirsk, Mrs Robe-
son, Mrs Collin, Nigel, the Cleaners and Mr and Mrs MJ. J Frewen  

Key Stage 2 pupils learn about healthy lifestyles 
from Captain Cholesterol 

 Years 3 to 6 enjoyed a highly entertaining and 
lively performance by the Quantum Theatre group 
on January 16th. The musical comedy called 
‘Captain Cholesterol and the Grannies from Mars’ 
focused on developing a healthy lifestyle. It ex-
plored everything from eating a balanced diet and 
caring for our teeth to taking part in regular exercise. 
The play has certainly encouraged us all to try and 
be healthier. JC 
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Partying for Charity Year 9 Theatre Trip 
 On 1st February, Year 9 went to go and see the 
Tempest performed by Shakespear4 Kidz at 
Leeds City Varieties. 

Everyone went on a big coach all together.  
When we arrived we got our tickets and went to 
find our seats.  Straight away we all spotted the 
sweet shop and ran as quickly as we could to get 
to the front of the queue!  Half of Year 9 went on 
the bottom floor of the theatre and the other half 
went to the top. 

The play then started.  There was thunder and 
lightening crashes, frightening noises, booming 
around the place and of course rustling of sweetie 
papers! 

It was amazing: the actors came from everywhere 
running through the audience.  Trinculo (the 
king’s jester) took Mrs Coull by complete sur-
prise as he ran through the theatre.  There was 
singing, dancing and lots of funny acting.  The 
characters played their roles to perfection; you 
could easily relate the play to the work we have 
done in the lessons.  The play was mostly spoken 
in language that we could understand, but the 
main and most beautiful speeches from the origi-
nal text were kept.  It was so much fun; every-
body had a really great time especially as Pros-
pero (the main character) looked exactly like 
Johnny Depp! At the end everyone clapped and 
said they had a really great day. D Ussher 

The S3 Outreach Team would like to thank everyone for 
their support to the school’s charity projects last term.   

The exact amount  raised is to be confirmed, but it is well 
over £2,000. 

There are still some outreach polo shirts available.  Please 
speak to one of the S3 girls if you are interested. 

Year 3 learning about African Artists on Friday 18th January. 
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Boarding News  

Many congratulations to the girls who passed their Associated Board of 
Music exams at the end of last term: 

Alicia Atkinson violin 01  pass, Emily Bowes flute 02 pass, Amy Cheng 
piano 02 pass, Cathia Cumming descant recorder 01 distinction, Nicola 
Deedes singing 07  merit, Chloe Elenor flute 07 merit, Cory Fowden viola 
04  pass, Annabel Guthe flute 02 merit, Mamie Kirk singing 01 pass, Chloe 
Lister violin 05 merit, Charlotte  Mander viola 04 pass, Hayley Moore viola 
02  merit, Megan Weetman piano 01 distinction, Emily Bourner theory 05 
pass, Maisie Latto theory 01  pass,  Hebe Trotter theory 03  pass. 

The Music Department would like to welcome Mrs Heard who is covering 
for Miss Shepherdson this term. Miss Shepherdson is making a speedy re-
covery and we are looking forward to seeing her back next term  

It has been a quiet start to the year, but we are looking forward to the Ar-
mour Chamber Music Competition after half term.  The finals are on 29th 
February.  Please note there is an evening concert on Friday 22nd February 
which is not in the blue book.  

Chapel and Senior Choir are busy preparing for the Award Holders Concert 
which will be on Saturday 26th April. NC 

    

Sporting News 

Music Notes 

Gymnastics 
On Wednesday 23rd January 2008 QM entered the Richmondshire and Ham-
bleton area Gymnastics Championships 
The U13 Girls Team came 4th.  Well done to Chloe Smith, Lydia Weston, 
Chloe Lister, Alice Barker.  Chloe Lister received a bronze medal for her 
vault. 
The over 13 Girls’ Team came 3rd.  This was Hebe Trotter, Allie Grubb-
Fenn, Becky Bargh, Chloe Whitehead, Cory Fowden, Kitty Bilborough, 
Charlotte Mander and Charlotte Whitfield.  Hebe Trotter received a bronze 
medal for vault and a silver medal  for overall position.  Hebe Trotter and 
Allie Grubb-Fenn won a silver medal for the pairs. 
The key stage 3 Youth Games Routine (yrs 7—9) came FIRST.  Many con-
gratulations to Hebe Trotter, Allie Grubb-Fenn, Becky Bargh, Chloe White-
head, Jess Rickards, Maddy Hunter, Chloe Smith and Lydia Weston 
These girls will go on represent Hambleton in the Youth Games later in the 
spring. SG 

The boarders have had another exciting half 
term with outings, canoe trips along Ripon 
Canal, swimming in the river at Masham, 
point-to-point, scaffold pole walking, climbing 
Roseberry Topping (reminiscent of the North 
Face of the Eiger on a bad day – remind me 
never to volunteer again) and the occasional 
swoop into Thirsk to visit Tesco’s.  There has 
been cordon bleu cooking on Saturday nights 
and enormous cooked English breakfasts on 
Sunday mornings.  All in all some pretty good 
weekends! 

 But weekends have to start somewhere and 
ours definitely commence on Fridays evenings 
with our Friday Fun Nights.  With only three 
Friday nights available we have had to pack in 
the fun and this kicked off with an incredible 
Salsa evening with a visiting professional 
dancer, Roxy.  We learnt just how to shine on a 
dance floor and there are plans for a girls’ 
Salsa demo team in the summer.  (Roxy also 
teaches belly dancing – anyone interested in a 
mother and daughter evening?!)  There was a 
drama night where the girls produced impres-
sive interpretations of nursery rhymes and fi-
nally an evening of Posties and Chasers fol-
lowed by hot chocolate and toast.    

Boarding isn’t just for the weekends and week-
night activities have taken off with a knitting 
club busily producing metres of multi-coloured 
scarves and a whole host of Year 4, 5 and 6 
evening clubs.  Future plans include starting up 
a book club for the S2s which will culminate in 
a trip to London for a morning’s shopping and 
a matinee in the Summer term. 

Watch this space … PJ 


