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The Roman Catholic Confirmation 

On the 9th of May a group of girls had their Confirmation in 
the school chapel. Bishop Terrence Patrick Drainey officiated. 
Father John, Elisa Hargreaves, Matilda Salvin and Faye 
Parkes read a reading and all the candidates said some bidding 
prays. They all chose a saints name: Emily Bowes - Rosalie, 
Elisa Hargreaves - Odilia, Faye Parkes - Beatrice, Bee 
Rance - Cecilia, Emily Rooms - Katherine, Eugenie 
Ropner - Theresa, Matilda Salvin - Margaret, Henrietta 
Swiers - Isidore. The choir sang and were wonderful. After 
the service we all had tea and biscuits in Mr and Mrs 
McKenzie Johnston’s sitting room. The confirmation cake 
was lovely and was in the shape of a book with the candi-
date’s names written on it. 

The girls would like to say thank you to Mrs Gormley and 
Mrs Foulser for all their help and will never forget their Con-
firmation. Written by Henrietta Swiers 

Confirmations 

My Fair Lady 

" You can't put on a production in five weeks" they said!  "Oh yes we can" 
said Year 7 - and they did—and it was "Loverley".  Despite an attack of 
first night giggles, the play went well.  Bethan Moore sparkled as Eliza 
(and consumed quite a lot of chocolate), Esme Backhouse was an intelli-
gent Professor Higgins, and Miranda Turner was a suitably military  

Colonel Pickering.   "Dustman" Gilly 
Thorne and her two sidekicks Hetty 
Hubberstey and Chloe Smith injected 
some considerable comedy, and Alex 
Boase kept house efficiently as Mrs. 
Pearce.  Thanks to Mrs. Backhouse, 
we had some spectacular hats for the Ascot scene, made extra real by the addition of some 
members badges from Catterick Racecourse! AS 

Church of England Confirmation 

On Saturday, May 17th the Bishop of Whitby con-
firmed seven girls at the annual Confirmation Service.  
For the first time this was held in the Great Hall so that 
all the girls in Year 6 - S3, as well as parents and 
friends, could take part and be there to support the can-
didates.  We offer our congratulations to Olivia and 
Camilla Easby, Elizabeth Morgan, Jessica Porter, 
Christine Short, Hebe Trotter and Tessa Whitwell.  As 
always it was a lovely occasion and an important mile-
stone for those girls on their journey in the Christian 
faith.  Fr John 
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Year 3 Trip 

Year 3 went on an educational visit on 
Thursday 24th April.  They visited the 
Roman site at Aldborough near Bor-
oughbridge.  We all really enjoyed 
looking at some real and replica Ro-
man artefacts.  The girls were also able 
to create their own Roman mosaic.  
We had a walk through the grounds of 
the site and found the original mosaic 
floors which were very interesting.  A 
lovely time was had by all. KK 

Pre Prep News 

Years 1 & 2 
The Years 1 & 2 children enjoyed a wonderful visit to the Ripon Workhouse Museum last week. Everyone dressed in their 
poorest Victorian rags as we engaged in many different activities. We were given a taste of how homeless people would have 
lived 150 years ago. The children were shown how to beat carpets, use a besom and dry clothes using a mangle. Lucy Auck-
land found this especially hard work and finished the day with some blisters! Then it was in to the schoolroom for some work 
on the alphabet and manners. There was some superb writing from Joseph and Grace who successfully used ink pens to copy 

down Victorian morals. The children weighed out the regulation food supply of 
cheese and bread and played with authentic toys of the time. A big thank you to 
Etienne’s mummy for bidding for this event at a local auction of promises. We are 
also very grateful to the staff at the museum who, despite appearing convincingly 
frightening, worked extremely hard to keep the children focused for five hours. 

The 19th May saw our swimming gala where there were some great perform-
ances. Etienne and Minty won gold medals but there were also impressive swims 
from Jordan Chapman in the breaststroke and Flora in the backstroke. George 
Vivian has finally discarded his armbands and for this achievement received the 
‘Most Improved Swimmer’ award.  AC 

Early Years 
The sound of excited little voices emanating from children happily engaging in stimu-
lating activities in the outdoors has punctuated this half term.  Continuing on the theme 
of the glorious outdoors, we were once again invited by Sarah Guthe to visit their 

home, Silton Hall. Two minibuses and  
numerous cars wound their way along the 
little country roads, much like Postman Pat 
in his little red van would have done, to be welcomed by a smiling Sarah. The 
weather did not let us down and we were able to enjoy our picnic in the garden 
after having searched the meticulously kept garden for the ten wild animals on our 
treasure hunt. The day was rounded off with much laughter and fun in the indoor 
swimming pool. Another BIG thank you to Sarah Guthe who is both very brave 
and very kind to open her lovely home to the Early Years, especially as her own 
children are no longer in our department. M-J F 

Music fundraising 

A combination of "Shrek" and its spin-off 
DVD, and the concert given in Burneston 
Church last November raised well over 
£1,500.   Whilst the majority of this has 
gone to charity, some money has been put 
back into KS2 Music. Next year will see 
the debut of Queen Mary's Year 6 Ukulele 
Band!  The ukulele is the new recorder 
(thank goodness, I hear you cry!) and we 
will be purchasing sufficient instruments 
for all the girls in year 5 and 6 to have a 
try.  Hopefully, it will be great fun, as well 
as a valuable learning tool. AS 

Key Stage Two 
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Year 9 went to Marsett Barn from 13th to 16th  May for their annual 
"Challenge Camp".  This year for the first time more than 25 of the year 
volunteered to come.   Activities included abseiling, rock climbing, wet 
gorge descent, high ropes, night walking, night caving and swimming un-
der a waterfall (in very cold water).  The girls all camped out in a field, 
which they shared with some new lambs, whose curiosity took them around 
the tents early each morning.  The girls did well to sleep through the lambs 
and the dawn chorus from a wide variety of birds, including lapwing, cur-
lew and some very noisy geese - all that activity clearly tired them out.  The 
weather was dry, but cold, so the fire in the barn was very welcome each 
evening.  On the last morning many of the girls walked the 8 or so miles 
across the hills to the nearest village where they met the minibuses and 
drove back to Queen Mary’s, via an ice cream in Leyburn, in time for the 
evening concert. RMJ 

Year 9 camp 

With winter finally behind us and the coming of the lovely long summer days 
we have taken full advantage of the change to be outside as much as possible.  
There have been evening games on the field, picnics at the Obelisk, raft build-
ing, treasure hunts, camps, camp fires, sunbathing, river swimming and even 
exam revision lying on the grass.  Mr MJ and Miss Webster took a handful of 
hardy boarders and six canoes, drove upstream and paddled back to the boat-
house through the heat of a lazy Sunday afternoon.  One very hot weekend the 
river was the only place to be and Jasper was just as anxious as the girls to jump 
in and cool off.  In fact it was quite a feat to get everyone – and dog - to agree to 
come out. 

We had a day of high excitement when The Daily Telegraph sent a photographer 
to capture images of our girls doing all the daring sorts of things they most enjoy 
like flying down the Great Hall staircase on mattresses or intrepidly walking the 
scaffold poles high above head; raft building, river swimming and cooking 
damper over smoky fires.    

And now the end of the year is rapidly approaching with public exams already 
creating palpitating hearts but the Friday fun will still go on with another Roxy 
Salsa Night, music quizzes, a man hunt and a design-your-own summer beach-
wear competition out of recyclable rubbish.  The London outing is already 
booked for the flourishing Senior Book Group and the Junior Clubs have gone 
from strength to 
strength with 
some great re-
sults produced by 
Mrs MJ’s cook-
ery group every 
Monday.  I espe-
cially loved the 
flapjacks. 

 PJ Music Exams Results 
Music Exams were held on April 30th (to avoid the 
horrors of the end of term) and we gained 100% suc-
cess rate – many congratulations to all the girls: 

Nicola Deedes                Flute       8 Merit 

Emily Bourner                Flute      7 Merit 

Natasha Hall                   Viola      7 Pass 

Elizabeth Morgan           Piano      4 Merit 

Katherine Tyson Tenor Saxophone 4 Merit 

Elizabeth Morgan    Double Bass 3 Distinction 

Emily Hill                        Piano     3 Merit 

Naomi Smith                    Piano    3 Merit 

Hebe Trotter                  Singing   3 Merit 

Beatrice Hill                 Bassoon   3 Pass 

Matilda Salvin                  Piano    3 Pass 

Isabella Da Costa           Singing   1 Merit 

Julia Morgan                  Flute      1 Merit 

Keira Morgan-Williams Violin 1 Merit 

Hannah Page                 Piano 1 Merit 

Matilda Trant               Singing 1 Merit 

Henrietta Cholmley     Singing 1 Pass 

Ella Jones                     Flute 1� �����

Beth Smart                  Violin 1 Pass 

Isabella Da Costa         Piano Prep n/a 
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Music School Success 

Many congratulations to Charlotte Whitfield 
S3, who has gained entry to Chetham's, one 
of the most prestigious music schools in the 

country.  Charlotte is the first Queen Mary’s 
Girl to be offered a place there.    

A thank you from the Salomon Islands. 
The Current Year 8 were very active in fundraising 
for the Salomon  Islands after they were hit by a Tsu-
nami last year.  The money was spent on essentials 
such as mosquito nets and blankets . Pictured here 
are some children who have benefited from the  
support.  AT 
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Sporting News 

Music Notes 

The girls have had a successful start to the term, winning many of the 
rounders and tennis matches against strong opponents.  Athletics started 
very quickly with the Area trials being held at Clairville Stadium only two 
weeks into the term.  The following girls have been selected for the Junior 
team, (Years 8 & 9)Becky Bargh for the Long Jump, Maddy Hunter for the 
High Jump, Chloe Lister 100m and Relay.  Olivia Chapman has been se-
lected for the intermediate team, for Hurdles and Hattie I’Anson has been 
selected for the 1500m and the 3000m.  We then went onto Huntington Sta-
dium to compete in the Independent Schools Athletics Meeting.   
 
The U13 and U15 Area Tennis Tournament was hosted at Queen Mary’s on 
May 14th and many of the local schools fielded their strongest Tennis Stars 
so that the committee could select the Area Squad.  Unfortunately the GCSE 
RE exam was on the same day and the U15’s were unable to play, however, 
4 girls came out at lunch time to enable the committee to see them play.  As 
a result Jess Rickards, Olivia Chapman and Kitty Bilborough have been 
asked back to an Area Training session from which the final squad will be 
selected.  Chloe Lister, Naomi Smith and Georgina Cornock and Gemma 
Stephenson have also been asked back to the final U13 training session.  
Chloe Lister and Naomi Smith won the tournament for their age group and 
are definitely selected for the area team. EFi 

Musical activities got into full swing very quickly and there has been little let up since! The House Mu-
sic Competition, adjudicated by Marion Best on April 22nd, was its usual colourful success, with all the 
soloists/ensembles performing expertly. The complete breakdown of results and photos are available on 
the website but congratulations are due to the class winners Faye Parkes and Maddy Hunter (Chamber), 
Marianne Hunter (Junior), Naomi Smith and Alex Boase (Intermediate) and Chloe Elenor (Senior).  
Jervaulx won the House Song but Byland won the overall cup for the first time in many years and Mary 
Kumarendran (piano) was the first recipient of the Chloe Latchmore Cup for best performance. A good 
time was had by all and thanks are due to the Music and House captains for their organisation and  
enthusiasm. 

Concerts Galore 

Next up (April 26th) was the Music Award Holders’ Concert, this year held in Topcliffe church. There 
was excellent support for this prestigious event and, in a classy evening, all the individual performers showed just why they had received 
awards. The Chapel Choir also sang several items and over £500 was raised for charity and church funds. The delayed Spring Concert fol-
lowed on May 2nd with all the ensembles playing their party pieces. Orchestra began impressively with Rosamund by Schubert and the 
theme from Mission Impossible provided a suitable contrast of styles! Junior Choir and Middle Choir were charming as always and the vari-
ous competition winners (the Armour Chamber Music and Battle of Bands) from the Spring term reprised their winning performances in 
accomplished fashion. Senior Wind galloped cheerfully through the William Tell Overture and Senior Choir rounded off with 3 contrasting 
pieces, two involving percussion, with the final one showing just why it is necessary to look at the conductor in order to know when to stop 
singing! (no names!). The first Friday Evening Concert on May 16th was also a splendid affair, with 13 girls giving 16 performances in the 
Chapel. 

Cathedral Recital and 30th Anniversary Reunion 

Chapel Choir continued to work incredibly hard, giving a lunchtime recital in Ripon Cathedral on 
May 8th and followed this with an equally magnificent performance on May 10th at the celebration 
Evensong for its 30th Anniversary. 46 ‘old’ choir members came back for the day and also sang – 
the sound was amazing!. It was a fantastic occasion and will live long in the memory. Photos can 
be seen on the website site. The choir then sang for two Confirmation services (R.C. & C of E) 
and on the same night as the latter finished off the fortnight with a stunning guest appearance at 
the Northallerton Male Voice Choir charity concert at the Northallerton Forum on May 17th. As 
Miss Shepherdson said, ‘Just a typical day at Queen Mary's!’ NC 

Athletics Success 

On the 17th May a group of girls from Years 7 
to 10 competed in the Independent Schools Ath-
letics.  There were wins for Chloe Lister 100m, 
U13 relay team and Cory Fowden 300m.  Well 
done to all girls.  Cory Fowden. 


